
Hello Hixson Families, 
 

I’m so excited to have your child in my Eighth Grade English Language Arts class this year! 
Our work this year will center around strengthening reading and writing stamina and skills so 
that students are well prepared for the demands of high school English.  

Since Hixson replaced Discovery class with everyday physical education instruction, 
students will no longer have the opportunity to read for 20 minutes every other day. In order to 
meet the individual reading requirements for this class and build the capacity to tackle 
increasingly difficult text, students need to read at home regularly. According to an article in the 
School Library Media Research journal, “the amount of free reading done outside of school has 
consistently been found to relate to growth in vocabulary, reading comprehension, verbal 
fluency, and general information . . . Students who read independently become better readers, 
score higher on achievement tests in all subject areas, and have greater content knowledge than 
those who do not.” 

In order to get kids excited and engaged in their personal reading lives, students have 
choice in what they read. As eighth-graders explore the world around them and their place in it, 
students are often drawn to Young Adult (YA) books that deal with heavy topics, mature themes 
and may include some explicit language. While I will never require that a student read a “mature” 
YA novel, I also do not censor students’ choice of books. As our children read diverse novels, they 
are able to live vicariously through the characters and develop an awareness of the world that 
they may not have considered before. These experiences are valuable as students grow and 
mature.  

It is my hope that you will not only ensure that your child reads at home, but also that you 
talk to your child about what they are reading regularly. Ask about the characters and conflicts, 
and what they think about while reading the book. I am consistently blown away by the 
connections and insights that eighth-graders take away from literature and how they can 
recognize themes that relate to their lives and the world around them. Please know that I am just 
a phone call or email away if you ever become concerned about a book your child is reading. 
Goodreads and Amazon often include helpful reviews of what others have thought of the 
storyline and characters. Our librarian, Gail Tumminello, is a wonderful resource as well. Ultimately, 
if you are uncomfortable with a title that your child selects for his/her independent reading, I will 
support your decision and do everything within my power to help your child find another novel. 
I look forward to a fantastic school year and partnering with you to help your child grow as a 
reader and as a writer. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

Sincerely, 
Stacy Camden 
 

P.S. Our classroom benefits each year from your generosity. I have an Amazon Wish List with titles 
that students have shared with me. Another way you can help build our classroom library is to 
donate any gently used books that you no longer need to our class library--especially ones 
you’ve loved (if you can bear to part with them). Better yet…come to class and share a book with 
us. We would love to have you join us for a book talk!  

http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol3/SLMR_IndependentReading_V3.pdf

